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Most raptors prey on birds, rodents and reptiles and look for prey from high 
perches. To provide some protection for shorebirds, portions of the site have re-
duced perches, while in other areas vertical perches were erected and hibernacu-
lum where rodents and reptiles can breed were constructed to support raptors.

Raptors

White tailed kite: A special status species in Santa Barbara 
Coun¬ty where local populations have fluctuated substantially and 
been declining since the 1970s. While hunting, these birds hover 
and then plunge onto prey, primarily voles. Hovering in a station-
ary position has come to be called ‘kiting’. 

Red-tailed hawk: The most widespread large 
hawk in North America and locally common. 
Adults can be recognized by the trademark 
red¬dish-brown tail. Along the South Coast they 
nest in eucalyptus and prey on squirrels, gophers, 
snakes, and, occasionally, birds. 

Cooper’s hawk: Cooper’s Hawks now nest in 
upland, riparian, forested and open habitats in-
cluding this site. A medium-sized hawk that feeds 
on other birds and small mammals. Some suggest 
that the increase in Cooper’s Hawks results from 
the colonization and explosive spread of Eurasian 
Collared-Doves.

The expanded diversity of wetland types offer the ecosystem 
variations in salinity, depth and connectivity, and are designed 
to support fish eating divers and vegetarian dabbling waterfowl 
and omnivorous herons and egrets.

Waterfowl

Eared Grebe: These  small, fish-eating birds can quickly take advan-
tage of new bodies of water which is likely an adaptation to life in arid 
climates. 

Ruddy Duck: This bird is one of the few that can be 
seen here year-round and, although some populations 
migrate during the winter months. The Ruddy duck 
has been seen nesting in the Goleta Slough, Lake Los 
Carneros, and the Goleta sewage treatment plant. It 
feeds on algae, seeds and insects. 

American Wigeon: This species frequents local wet-
lands in the winter, but only a handful of individuals 
have been seen during the summer. Its sturdy short 
bill is useful for eating plant stems and leaves as well as 
insects and crustaceans.

Redheads: These birds arrive in the area in Sep-
tem¬ber and particularly favor the Goleta Slough, the 
UCSB Lagoon, and Devereux Slough. Most are gone by 
May with very few staying over the summer. This duck 
eats aquatic plants and insects.

Green Heron: The stealthy green heron with its strik-
ing green back and chestnut body nests in Phelps 
Creek and can be seen hunting fish from rocks and 
behind vegetation along the edge of the wetland.

Found yearround

Seasonal/Migratory

North Campus 
Open Space

supported at This restoration project was designed 
to support a diverse suite of animals by 
creating unique habitat niches defined 
by hydrology, salinity, slopes, and soil 
texture. These niches support specific 
plant communities and associated wild-
life. As this restoration project matures, 
the suite of species will evolve as the 
amount of plant cover, soils and wet-
lands develop and change through time.

 The diagram highlights how inter-
connected the plants and animals 

are and how the loss or disruption 
of one component can have im-
pacts throughout the food web. 
Actions taken by neighbors 
and open space users can have 
profound effects on these dy-
namics through inhibiting the 
behavior of species (e.g. dogs 
disturbing birds or rodents), 
over-supplying food to me-
so-predators (e.g. trash or pet 
food feeding skunks and rats), 
or fragmentation, created by 
roads and fencing, inhibiting 
movement of key predators 
like bobcats and coyote who 
play key balancing roles in eco-

logical systems.

Our goals are to provide the foraging opportunities for the huge 
numbers of Arctic-breeding birds passing northward in March 
and April, then southward in July through September.  To en-
courage shorebirds we have constructed different types of wet-
lands that support a variety of benthic invertebrates. Persistent, 
muddy habitat edges should persist  along the channel, seasonal 
pond, and island edges with gradually-sloped margins. The wet-
land options should allow for rest¬ing, foraging, and possibly 
breeding. This project significantly increases the available in-
land shorebird habitat in the Santa Barbara area. 

Greater Yellowlegs:  This species have been reliably found 
in the Goleta and De-vereux Slough over many years. 
Listen for its piercing call.  It’s the most likely migratory 
shorebird to oversummer and thus, it has a year-round 
presence,

Long-billed Dowitcher: These birds begin arriving 
in early July and can be seen along the coast through 
winter and spring. The largest populations can be found 
in the Santa Maria sewage treatment plant. A shorebird 
recognized for the distinc¬tive white diamond on its 
back and sewing machine-like feeding action. 

Least sandpiper: While a common winter visitor to 
Goleta, the largest SB County populations occur along 
the North Coast where there are more wetlands. The 
smallest of the small sandpipers known as “peeps,” 
these birds are not much bigger than a sparrow. They 
have distinctive yellow-green legs and a high-pitched 
creep call. 

Western sandpiper: Common here during the late 
sum¬mer.  Although it has a restricted breeding range 
in western Alaska, the western sandpiper is the most 
abundant shorebird in western North America. It is distin-
guished from least sandpiper by its black legs and slightly 
more robust, but drooping bill. 

Black-necked Stilt: This bird has been found nesting 
lo¬cally at the Andree Clark Bird Refuge, Goleta Slough, 
Goleta Sanitary District ponds, and Devereux Slough. 
A striking bird with very long, thin red legs, the black-
necked stilt is found along the edges of shallow water in 
open country.

Shorebirds Migratory, Winter

Songbirds
Songbirds can be seen actively hunting for insects, eating seeds 
and berries, and congregating in shrubs and trees. Songbirds 
will become more abundant as the habitat grows and develops. 

Say’s Phoebe: Most individuals are winter 
visi¬tors, with a few staying in the area to breed 
in the summer months. While typical of prairies, 
Say’s phoebe’s can also be seen in human altered 
habitat. In open terrain, where there are few high 
perches, Say’s phoebe may hunt for insects in the 
grass by hovering low over the fields. 

Black Phoebe: Also insectivorous, the black phoe-
be can be commonly seen around the estuary and 
throughout campus and is a common year-round 
resident. Black phoebe often nest on manmade 
structures.

Belding’s Savannah Sparrow: The state threatened savannah spar-
row often causes confusion for birders because it is so variable. Beld-
ing’s nest in salt marsh habitat and may be able to nest on site if dogs 
are kept on leashes and on trails. The local population decreased 
during the 1900s due to habitat loss, but a remnant population re-
mained in the Goleta slough and Carpinteria salt marsh. Devereux 
slough was recolonized in the 1990s. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Flashing its trademark yellow rump patch 
as it flies away, this is one of our best-known warblers. While many 
warblers migrate to the tropics in fall, the Yellow-rumped warbler, able 
to live on berries, commonly remains as far north as Seattle. It is abun-
dant in Santa Barbara County from mid-October until early-April. 

Loggerhead Shirke: This predatory songbird can be found perched up 
high looking for prey, usually a large insect, lizard, or a rodent. The pres-
ence of this bird here is special because the loggerhead shrike has been 
declining for unknown reasons in many parts of the country. While it is 
still seen during the winter months, the loggerhead shrike is rarely ob-
served breeding in the area currently.

Yearround Mammals
Many different mammals can be seen here. While 
not as ubiquitous as birds, keep an eye open for small 
rodents such as the ground squirrel and pocket go-
pher before they dart back into their burrows. Less 
com¬monly seen are bobcats, coyote and fox with 
their more crepuscular (dawn and dusk) behavior. 

Racoon: Raccoons are noted for their intelli¬-
gence. Raccoons tend to come out at night, and 
can be seen eating a wide variety of food such 
as insects, reptiles, seeds and berries. While 
raccoons are native to the area, their population 
sizes are higher now because they readily con¬-
sume human trash and pet food.

Pocket Gophers: Pocket gophers feed on plant 
material; shoots and grasses in the summer, and 
roots, tubers, and bulbs in the winter. While con-
sidered a nuisance species by many, they actually 
provide food for many predators such as raptors, 
coyotes, and bobcats and help aerate the soil when 
they create burrows. 

Coyote: The coyote is highly versatile in its choice 
of food, but is primarily carnivorous, with 90% of 
its diet consisting of meat. The species is also very 
adaptable and able to live in areas that have been 
modified by humans. 

Bobcat: Approximately twice the size of a do-
mestic cat, they are adaptable to many environ-
ments and can be found across the United States. 
They are generalist carnivores and eat small 
mammals, birds and reptiles. A pair has been 
spotted on Coal Oil Point Reserve , but they are 
secretive and rarely seen.

The Food Web:
  Its All Connected

 Look for lizards and snakes sunning themselves on logs or rocks in the open area or near the many 
hibernaculum created as part of the restoration process. During the wet season, listen for frogs at dawn 
and dusk, especially after a rainstorm.
 

Reptiles & Amphibians

Southern Alligator Lizard: A common 
species of lizard native to the Pacific 
coast of North America. It ranges from 
Baja California to Washington State. 
It is known for its vicious self-defense 
and will bite and defecate if handled.

Western Fence Lizard: A very com-
mon species in California. It has been 
discovered that when ticks carrying 
Lyme disease feed on the western 
fence lizard the bacteria that cause 
Lyme’s disease is killed.

Gopher Snake: Relatively common on the south 
coast, sometimes the gopher snake will pretend to 
be a rattlesnake, but they have no venom and are 
completely harmless. 

Pacific Treefrog: This frog lives in most of Cal-
ifornia except in the desert. They need a clean 
habitat with either heavy morning dew or a 
moist area and make a cacophony of sound at 
dusk.

Wet Season/After Rain

Yearround

Invertebrates Yearround

Native Bees:  There are over 1600 species of native bees in 
California. Many are solitary ground nesting species and play 
important pollination functions. 

Butterflies and Skippers: According to the BAMONA (But-
terflies and Moths of North America) database there are 110 
verified species of butterfly and skipper that have been seen in 
Santa Barbara County. This includes the threatened Monarch 
butter fly, which can be found roosting in the woodlands along 
Devereux Creek. This project supports monarchs through pro-
vision of nectar-producing native flowering plants.

While small and often overlooked, invertebrates, such as bees, ants, and but¬-
terflies, can be found in every habitat here. If you sit in one spot for a few min-
utes, you will likely begin to see a variety of invertebrates walking along the 
ground or vegetation, flying, or associated with water. In-vertebrates are vital 
for the healthy functioning of the ecosystem by perform¬ing important roles 
such as pollination and eating dead and decaying material and serving as part 
of the base of the food web.

Threatened
Species

As part of the restoration plan, CCBER 
has created habitat that is designed to 
support two endangered species that live 
in Santa Barbara.  

Western Snowy Plover:  The 
southern portion of the project 
site is a 3 acre sandy flat designed 
to have sparse vegetation which 
allows the plover to see potential 
predators from their nests while 
also providing access to the water. 

Tidewater Goby:  CCBER has ex-
panded subtidal habitat by 4 acres 
and created small side channels 
where tidewater goby’s can seek 
refuge when there are big flows 
during large rain events.
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